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to give a report of the good promise of things in
Holland. Day after day the Grand Commander poured
out to the King his troubles and his needs, giving him
a true picture of the mutinies in the armies and' the
defiance of the rebels. "They will never yield/' he
tells his master, "except at the last gasp, and by
refusing supplies they mean to force his Majesty to
close the war." The next month a very important step
was taken in fixing the authority of the Prince.
Hitherto his position had been ill - defined; he could
only obtain contributions irregularly and by constant
appeals, and he "was obliged to consult the States on
the conduct-of the war, and involve himself in endloss
disputes. He now called upon them to give him a free
hand or to~ take the entire control of the government
into their own hands/^

So peremptorily summoned, the States conferred on
his Excellency "absolute power, authority, and sove-
reign command in all concerns of the common land
without exception." He required 45,000 florins a
month to prosecute the war. The States attempted to
bargain, and proposed 30,000 florins. William refused
this sum with no small warmth. He was ready to go
off and leave the country, which they could then
administer with all the economy they thought fit.
This closed the matter; the 45,000 florins were granted
without demur. Thus, within some weeks of the relief
of Leyden, the Prince was legally installed in a sove-
reign position over Holland, with a fixed budget that he
had estimated as necessary for the service. His effort
to bring Zealand into the union did not fully succeed
until the following year.